
North Carolina Collaborative for Children, Youth, and Families 

May 28, 2010     9:00 am to 11:00 am 

LOCATION: 1331 Sunday Drive.  Raleigh, NC 27607 
http://www.nccollaborative.org 

Name/Affiliation  Name/Affiliation  Name/Affiliation  

May Alexander, Durham LME, SOC  Johna Hughes, UNC-CH/SW x Susan E. Robinson, DMHHDSAS x 

Gary Ander, Alamance DSS  Kathryn Hunsucker, SOC Coord, Onslow-
Carteret LME 

 Joel Rosch, Duke Univ CCFP  

Sheila Bazemore, NC DPI Off Sch Readi  Ric Bruton, SOC Coord.ACR LME  Jennifer Rothman, NAMI-NC  

Andrew Behnke, NCSU, Coop.Ext.  Sonia Johnson, Bladen Co. Fam Prtnr  Lisa Salo, SOC Coord, Guilford Center  

Cyndie Bennett, DCD, DHHS  Libby Jones, Parent, Co-Chair x Paul Savery, DMH/DD/SAS   

Michael Bishop MHA  Linda Jones Alamance DSS x Joe Simmons, NC DPI EC x 

Candice Britt, DSS x Catherine Joyner, DPH-CMPCT  Alexandra Sirota, Action for Children  

Janine Britt,  SE Regional LME  Narell Joyner, Meck Cares SOC State 
Liaison 

 Laura Smith, Pembroke Univ  

June Britt, Office of Educ. Services, DHHS  Jinx Kenan, DCD  Liz Snyder, DSS SOC, Duke Univ  

Jamal Carr, DJJDP  Elizabeth Kurzer, Dept. of Commerce  Pat Solomon, NC Families United & Sandhills 
LME,Co Chair 

 

Nancy Carter, SAYSO, ILR, Inc.  Keith Letchworth, ECU  Alicia Spain, Beacon Center(LME) 
 

 

Johanna Chase, NCDPI School Health Ed  Andrea Lewis, DCD  Flo Stein, DMHDDSAS  

Simone Chessa, DMA  Martha Lowrance, DOA,YA&I  Kurt Stephenson, AOC  

Brendon Comer, Gateway College  Jennifer Mahan, MHANC  Alexia Stith, AOC  

Jackie Copeland, Crossroads LME  Gerri Mattson, DPH  Chary Sundstrom, NC School Psych. Assn.  

Gail Cormier, NC Families United  Trishana McKendall, DOA,YA&I  Linda Swann, Sandhills NAMI/NC  

Kiesha Crawford, AOC  Erin McLaughlin, MHA, Inc x Alma Taylor, DVR  

Karen DeBord, NCSU, Coop.Ext  Angela Mendell, Bladen County SOC x Christine Trottier, DRNC  

Al Deitch, DOA-YA&I  Rhoda Miller, DMHDDSAS  Jeffery Watson, DOA, YA&I  

Lana Dial, AOC/CIP  Tara Minter, DOA  Rebecca Wells, UNC-CH/SPH, Co-Chair x 

Regina Dickens, ICARE x Ronald Moore, DSS  Jerry Wilkinson, DPH early intervention  

Kathy Dobbs, CFSA-NC  Stephanie Nantz, DOA/YA&I  Monique Bethel, DPH  

Angel Dowden, NC DPI Special Projects  Mary Neil Morris  SE Regional LME  Connie Windham, Alamance Alliance   

Dean Duncan, UNC-CH  Sch SW  Kelly Nguyen, Powerful Youth  Berkeley Yorkery, Action for Children  

Maria Fernandez, DMHDDSAS  Mark O’Donnell, DMHDDSAS  Rick Zechman, DSS x 

Alex Fonville, Five County COG SOC Coordinator  Martin Pharr, DJJDP (Judy Stevens)  Tim Rosenberg, Families United Youth Rep.  

Kirstin Frescoln AOC  Deborah Pricket, NC DPI Character Ed  GUESTS:  

Terri Grant, CSFT LME Coord,Durham Ctr  Tiffany Price, UNC SW  Teresa Smith, Alamance Alliance X 

Kelly Graves, CYFCP UNC-G   Tiffany Purdy, Beacon Center (LME)  Clarita Witherspoon, Reclaiming Futures X 

Billie Guthrie, Community Backyard  Rebecca Reeve, NC Healthy Schools  Patti Simpson, Granville County Schools x 

Joe Haenn, NC DPI Off of School Readine  Jack Register, NASW-NC    

Jann Harris, DHHS  Heather Reynolds, NC DPI PBS    

Melissa Hill, NASW-NC  Frank Rider, FFCMH    

  List updated 3-8-10 

 
 

  

http://www.nccollaborative.org/
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May 28, 2010 
1.  Welcome & Introductions 

2.  Approval of minutes from  
 5-14-2010  meetings            

  

3a.  Discussion Topics/ Presentations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3b. Collaborative Partner Updates 
 
3c. Agenda Items for Future Meetings 
 

PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Clarita Witherspoon, Reclaiming Futures: 
Reclaiming Futures is an initiative funded by Robert Wood Johnson, 
Kate B. Reynolds, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, and the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention to promote new standards of care and opportunities in 
juvenile justice.  Six of the twenty six sites in the country are in North 
Carolina.  
 

1. When a young person has an appearance with the law, they 
first receive an assessment with the Gain Short Screener for 
mental illness, substance abuse and criminal activity.   

2. Depending on results, may move to an initial assessment.   
3. Then service coordination occurs through family-driven 

community teams.  Each team has at least one Judge on the 
team, which is an excellent opportunity for them to learn 
about the lives of the child and the child’s family.  With this 
increased exposure to the youth, Judges learn how to ask 
more relevant questions with all their youth cases. 

4. Initiation is critical, the goal is to get the youth to attend at 
least 3 consecutive appointments, to ensure engagement in 
treatment. 

5. Engagement 
6. Completion 

 
In Guilford County, there have been about 200 youth screened from 
Jan. to end of April, 160 received a full assessment, and 48 continued 
on with service coordination.  Disproportionately minority and male.   
 
Website: Reclaimingfutures.org 
 
Damie Jackson-Diop, Princess Black, and Evalee Foster A Project 
RENEW Approach to Reducing Disproportionate Minority Contact 
(DMC). This project will increase the positive contributions of 
disengaged minority youth or young adults with emotional disabilities 
ages 14-17 in all areas of emerging adulthood by connecting youth 
with transition mentors who link them to jobs, schooling and state 
leadership opportunities, thus reducing DMC. 
 
This project was offered a grant from the Governor’s Crime 
Commission, $200,000 for a 2 year duration.   
 
RENEW is:  Rehabilitative, Empowerment, Natural Supports, 
Education, and Work.  RENEW is an evidence based supported service 
model designed to improve transition outcomes for youth and young 
adults (16-22) with severe emotional disturbances or serious mental 
illness. 
 
Strategies include but are not limited to: Personal Futures Planning, 
Individualized CFTs, Braided Resources Development, Flexible or 
Alternative Education Programming, Individualized School to Career 
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Transition Planning and Services, etc… 
 
MONEY: 
 
Families United NC will be the new fiscal agent for the State 
Collaborative. 
 
Should the Collaborative give the training and TA’s funds of $18,000 
to NC Families United for Project RENEW? Conclusion:  Families 
United will create a document outlining how NCFU intends to use the 
money, while fulfilling the goals of the original funders.  Joe Simmons 
and Johna Hughes will supply NCFU will the information on the money. 
 
How will the $45 dollar/per registration for the online training be 
held and managed? Not discussed, ran out of time. 
 
 
Next meeting will not be held at MHANC.  A new location for the June 
11th, 2010 meeting will be announced with the meeting reminder. 
 

Work Group & Partner Updates 
Training and T/A,    2nd Friday after NC Collaborative mtg. @ NC MHA 
Martha Lowrance, Johna Hughes and Mark O’Donnell    
 
School-based Behavioral Health   4th Friday after NC Collaborative mtg. @ NC MHA 
Keith Letchworth   
 
NC Collaborative on Youth in Transition  2nd Wednesday from 2 - 4 PM @ NC Judicial Center 
Lana Dial  & Trishana Jones 
 
Data and Evaluation,  
 
Trauma Task Force 
Kelly Graves 
 
Audio visual & Conference Call needs:  Erin McLaughlin, Erin.Mclaughlin@mha-nc.org (please provide one week’s notice) 

www.nccollaborative.org 

mailto:emclaughlin@mha-nc.org
http://www.nccollaborative.org/

