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COLLABORATIVE

for CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES





Meeting:  NC Collaborative for Children, Youth, and Families
Date/Time:  March 24, 2017 10-12 Noon
Location:  Research Triangle Park at the Redwoods Training Center 2801 Slater Rd #110 Morrisville, NC 27560
Directions & More Info: www.nccollaborative.org  

Attendants: Angela Goodwine Batts, Chandrika Brown, Amanda Byrd, Carmelita Coleman, Renee Cordero, Gail Cormier, Teka Dempson, Frederick Douglas, Sonja Frison, Libby Jones, Stacy Justiss, Portia Maynor, Susan Robinson, Joanne Scaturro, Paul Savery, Gerri Smith, Melea R. Waters
Adobe:  Jadda Jefferies, Damie Jackson-Diop, Wanda Douglas, Susan Lee, Garron Rogers, Cathy Stephenson
Phone: Terri Grant, Dawn Manus
	Agenda/Topic
	Action   

	Welcome/Intro.
	Co-chairs convened the meeting. Introductions completed.

	Approval of Minutes
	February 24, 2017 minutes distributed by email prior to the meeting.  Motion to approve minutes for posting on the website. Motion second.  Minutes approved
Everyone was reminded to be sure and sign the attendance sheet.

	Discussion Topics & Presentations
Upcoming Events: 

Next Meeting Scheduled:
Next Agenda Items:
Meeting Location:

Website:
	Topic:  NC Budget-Mom’s Rising, Beth Messersmith 
Mom’s Rising was founded in 2006 and has been in NC since 2007. All events are family friendly. Mom’s Rising works on a wide variety of subjects, including policies.  Our goal is to be sure communities know what the issues are and to provide a way for people's voices to be heard by telling their stories. Activity was done that addressed issues we think are important for our state.  Discussed the state budget; why it matters, how it is made, and how you can make a difference. Public funding is out there and we want to be sure people know how to access those funds.  
How the state budget affects us: our leaders use the budget to allocate taxpayers dollars to programs and services.
· Pre- K program provides 29,400 slots for four-year olds. 

· More than 1.5 million students are educated by 94,000+ teachers in more than 2,500 public schools.

· More than 410,000 students enrolled in public four-year universities and community colleges.

· More than 37,000 inmates in 55 state prison facilities.

· More than 300 miles of barrier island beaches and two national seashores. 

General funds are the topic of discussion today although there are other funds.  Funding comes from fees, taxes, lottery, highway trust funds and rainy day fund. Percentages of what proportions go into the budget: K-12 39.2%, Higher Education 23.6%, Health & Human Services 17.6%, Justice & Public Safety 11.5%, General Government 4.2%, Natural & Economic Resources 2.1%, Other 1.8%. Figures are up to date as of October, 2016. As shown on the slide, 92% of total state spending supports education, health and public safety.
The state has been decreasing revenues since 2013 yet our population is increasing. Measuring adequacy [fairness and stability] Is it fair in terms of who contributes and how it’s spent? Is it stable? Knowing that policymakers are required to balance their budget each year, stability would mean making sure that the revenue (or savings) is there to meet needs so that cuts are not too deep in bad times or when unexpected natural disasters strike.
Nearly 90 % of total General Fund Revenue comes from 3 tax sources, income taxes, corporate taxes, and payroll taxes.  How does the budget get made?  Budget path: Starts in Sept. with agencies putting together their budget and then government puts the budget out in February or the end of March. This begins the budget season! Once government drops the budget it goes to the general assembly. Currently there is a lot of negotiations going on with the senate taking the lead and the house may have to try offering something better.

General Assembly:  what they say they are interested in... examining additional tax cuts, efforts to include tax cap in state constitution...etc. NC Tax Center [link below] will answer questions.

SB 75 Senate is trying to lock us in at the lower tax rate at 5.499%. We now must focus on stopping it in the House. Marion Johnson or Alexandra Sirota at the Budget and Tax Center would be great to get in touch with to help with stopping SB75. Beth indicated op-eds are needed to keep highlighting this issue in lots of news outlets. Once it goes to ballot VERY difficult to remove. Here is a few of the bullet points regarding SB75:
· Would cut off a vital source of revenue
· Would jeopardize ability to meet current and future needs, locking us into budgets that are already inadequate to meet need
· Would lock in a tax system that disproportionally benefits the very wealthy
· Likely to see sales and local property taxes rise as well, making the imbalance even worse
There is a good analysis on the Senate tax proposal located on the NC Budget & Tax Center website [link below].

Text keyword MOMS to 747464 to receive up to date information as it is happening.
*Mom’s Rising offers several trainings: Organization and Advocacy 101 Curriculum, 18-page Advocacy 101 manual and they just developed a Civics 101 training and toolkit. All trainings are designed to be no longer than an hour.

*May 9, 2017 is NC Rural day at the legislature. 80 out of 100 NC Counites are classified as rural.

*There is a NC Oral Health Collaborative.  There are 2 counties in NC that do not have a dentist.  Both are in eastern counties.

Here is the link to the NC Budget & Tax Center - http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=budget-and-tax
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=budget-and-tax/statement-alexandra-f-sirota-director-budget-tax-center-senate-proposal
Additional Resources mentioned: Regarding SB75
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/rob-christensen/article140708858.html
MomsRising
https://www.momsrising.org/
 
NC General Assembly
http://www.ncleg.net/

Upcoming event: TOT Training:
1st TOT is happening next week in Kannapolis.

2nd location is at Pitt County DSS.
3rd location to be in Charlotte area.
4th location will be in the Asheville area.
Motion to dismiss...second, adjourn

April 7, 2017

TBA [Shared through the ListServ]
Location:  Research Triangle Park at the Redwoods Training Center 2801 Slater Rd #110 Morrisville, NC 27560

**To exchange resources and questions send email messages/requests  to:    state.collaborative@lists.ncmail.net
Collaborative Listserv:  state.collaborative@lists.ncmail.net
Please use the Listserv to share successes in your community, share information and resources, make inquiries and build community. Smaller forums will be set up for committee work rather than the Listserv. Requests to be added or questions can contact: Susan Robinson at susan.robinson@dhhs.nc.gov or call 919-218-9164 

www.nccollaborative.org   NC-Collaborative-Strategic-Planning-Final-Summary-Report.pdf found when you scroll over the home, it is a drop-down box.  
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