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COLLABORATIVE

for CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES





Meeting:  NC Collaborative for Children, Youth, and Families
Date/Time:  April 07, 2017 10-12 Noon
Location:  Cardinal Innovations Sage Rd Chapel Hill
Directions & More Info: www.nccollaborative.org  

Attendants: Chandrika Brown, Amanda Byrd, Renee Cordero, Teka Dempson, Frederick Douglas, Sonya Dunn, Terri Grant, Jadda Jefferies, Libby Jones, Barbara Leach, Seth Maid, Richard Martin, Melissa Radcliff, Joanne Scaturro, Paul Savery, Joe Simmons, Gerri Smith
Adobe:  Felecia Ferrell, Amy Horgan
Phone: Bob Crayton, Stacy Justiss
	Agenda/Topic
	Action   

	Welcome/Intro.
	Co-chairs convened the meeting. Introductions completed.

	Approval of Minutes
	March 24, 2017 minutes distributed by email prior to the meeting.  Motion to approve minutes for posting on the website. Motion second.  Minutes approved
Everyone was reminded to be sure and sign the attendance sheet.

	Discussion Topics & Presentations
Upcoming Events: 

Next Meeting Scheduled:
Next Agenda Items:
Meeting Location:

Website:
	Topic:  Updates: 
Early meeting in May will be our CMH meeting. Please bring stories to create a story book to share with legislators to bring focus on what our children are experiencing and the effect it has on them when they are seeking/receiving services.

May 1, 2017 Kellin will present in Raleigh on Child Trauma. Paul Savory will send out the information. 
Durham is hosting the film festival again this year.

One of the collaborative’s goal is to bring youth voice to the table. Jadda Jefferies is the first youth trained in CFT 1 and she will provide ongoing voice to the training co-chairs. Leadership training with Shane, Carmelita, Joanne, and Garron will take place April 29, 22017.  During the leadership session, we will invite the youth to provide their voices.
Presentation: “Making Them Visible” Melissa Radcliff- - Recognizing, Serving, and Advocating for Children of Incarcerated Parents.  Melissa shared from her background the journey she has taken to end up here today doing the work she is doing. She began to realize, after several years of attending the collaborative and making connections that children of incarcerated parents are in every community.  From the correction perspective, if the visitation schedule doesn't allow children then they need to take another look of their environment. Awareness- no one has asked us to think of children with incarcerated parents and we need to start having these conversations. We need to look at services.

Two questions:

1. What do children of incarcerated parents need? 
2. What do you need to support them?  
The resources are limited and are based on demographics.  Nationally 1 in 28 children have a parent that is incarcerated. In North Carolina, almost 27,000 children have a parent in prison. According to The Annie E. Casey Foundation an estimated 179,000 children in the state have experienced parental incarceration.
A question was asked if we knew if kids in JJ have a parent that is incarcerated.  It would be interesting to know if they do.  The average age of children is 9 years old but this is not broken up by counties. Families still feel the effect because of the parents’ criminal record because it follows them when they are released. We need to ask ourselves how can we change our language so it does not refer to labels when we are talking to children and identifying their parents.
Remember, the love of the parents is still present in the minds of the kids.  We need to reduce the stigma associated with having a parent who is incarcerated.

One of the messages that kids/youth are getting:  

· If I hadn't told or gotten into trouble, my mother or my father wouldn't be back in jail.
We need to be careful of the message we are given kids with our verbal cues. 
· Books for Elementary Children- on their website 

                    <http://www.ourchildrensplace.com/books-for-elementary-school-children/>
· How can you help?  

      < http://www.ourchildrensplace.com/get-involved/>

So, what can you do?  Acknowledge your own feelings, include parents in activities...be creative. Send report card, art work, etc… to the parent residing in prison/jail.
Be aware if material is going to be sent from the prison/jail to the child, it will contain a seal with the jail/prison name. Kinship care and foster care can benefit from this information.
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Facebook <www.Facebook.com/OurChildrensPlaceNC/> Melissa updates the site so it has pretty new info being shared.

Motion to adjourn meeting made, was second, adjourned at 12:00 noon
Upcoming event: TOT Training:
Location is at Pitt County DSS, June 28-30, 2017.  This class is full.
Location will be in Charlotte, July 11-13, 2017.
Location will be in Asheville, August 2-4, 2017.
April 28, 2017
Shared through the collaborative listserv.
Location:  Research Triangle Park at the Redwoods Training Center 2801 Slater Rd #110 Morrisville, NC 27560

**To exchange resources and questions send email messages/requests  to:    state.collaborative@lists.ncmail.net
Collaborative Listserv:  state.collaborative@lists.ncmail.net
Please use the Listserv to share successes in your community, share information and resources, make inquiries and build community. Smaller forums will be set up for committee work rather than the Listserv. Requests to be added or questions can contact: Susan Robinson at susan.robinson@dhhs.nc.gov or call 919-218-9164 

www.nccollaborative.org   NC-Collaborative-Strategic-Planning-Final-Summary-Report.pdf found when you scroll over the home, it is a drop-down box.  
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