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COLLABORATIVE

for CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES





Meeting:  NC Collaborative for Children, Youth, and Families
Date/Time:  April 28, 2017 10-12 Noon
Location:  Cardinal Innovations Sage Rd Chapel Hill
Directions & More Info: www.nccollaborative.org  

Attendants: Chandrika Brown, Renee Cordero, Gail Cormier, Frederick Douglas, Kara Allen-Eckard, Lucy Heffelfinger, Jadda Jefferies, Libby Jones, Stacy Justiss, Garron Rogers, Paul Savery, Joe Simmons, Gerri Smith, Cynthia Trickel, Keashia Walker, Melea Rose-Water
Adobe:  Wanda Douglas, Felecia Ferrell, Jeanne Preisler, Tammy Theall
Phone: Bob Crayton, Maryann Lalemand, Mary Lloyd
	Agenda/Topic
	Action   

	Welcome/Intro.
	Co-chairs convened the meeting. Introductions completed.

	Approval of Minutes
	April 7, 2017, minutes distributed by email prior to the meeting.  Motion to approve minutes for posting on the website. Motion second.  Minutes approved
Everyone was reminded to be sure and sign the attendance sheet.

	Discussion Topics & Presentations
Upcoming Events: 

Next Meeting Scheduled:
Next Agenda Items:
Meeting Location:

Listserv Info:
Website:
	Topic:  NC Child Sarah Vidrine- NC Children’s Health Insurance: What’s at Stake?  NC Children’s Health Insurance focus is on public policy, not direct services for children 0 to 18 years of age. Some agencies focus on specific issues and our focus is on the “whole” child. The five policy areas that support children’s development and ensure the future prosperity of our state are:

 1. A Strong Start 

 2. Healthy Children 

 3. Nurturing Homes and Communities  

 4. Family Economic Security

 5. High-Quality Education
They blend four strategies to achieve their goals: Research and Data Analysis, Strategic Communications, Direct Advocacy, and Community Engagement.
· Research and Data Analysis: KIDS COUNT provides state legislators, public officials and child advocates with the reliable data, policy recommendations, and tools needed to advance sound policies that benefit children and families.
· Strategic Communications [Rob Thomas] NC Child monitors current events and engages with media across the state to educate North Carolinians about the relationship between public policy and children’s well-being.
· Direct Advocacy: Lobbyists at the legislature to ensure children are prioritized in public policy decisions, weekly legislative email updates and phone updates for child advocates.

· NC Child Community Engagement: Facilitation of the Child Advocacy Network, the leadership of issue-specific coalitions such as NC Coalition to Protect Child and Family Health, as well as sharing information and knowledge via email, webinars, and phone updates.
Children’s Health Insurance Coverage- NC Children's Health Insurance Coverage-  Medicaid and NC Health Choice [1990's] and ACA.  How does the ACA benefit children? Coverage for 55,000 NC children, provide subsidies for families and children with pre-existing conditions have access to care. Strengthens public insurance system for foster children by providing coverage until age 26 but forms must be filled out under essential health benefits.  Preventive services must be offered at no cost.
Medicaid-69% of all Medicaid/Chip enrollees in NC are children.  Parents under 44% poverty level are using Medicaid.  Elderly, waivers, foster children, parents and children all use Medicaid. Full range of comprehensive benefits including Early Periodic Screening Diagnostic and treatment.  Financing Medicaid and CHIP will be changing. Medicaid is open ended and the government pays about 67%. There is a lot of flexibility in the state to decide how to distribute funds.  CHIP is a block grant and is funded more like Medicaid than block grants such as the TANF.  Financial contingencies are in place for states running out of funds. Federal Policy Landscape Administrative changes on the functioning of ACA, Medicaid for children is ending this year and funds will be depleted as of 2018.

Repealing and replacing the ACA will be a struggle. ACA will need to go through house committees before budget analysis and reconciliation.  April 6 amendment passed through the committee. April 24 pulled from the house floor before the vote...probably due to lack of supportive votes.

April 25-MacArthur Amendment text release, Meadows from NC 11 district enter an agreement that allows ensuring essential benefits and allows coverage for preexisting conditions. Suppose to go to the House floor today but has not. Freedoms Caucasus wants no government in insurance.  Tuesday group might be happy with some state rights, but don't want to lose Medicaid expansion and ensure there are no disparities. Tuesdays group is also concerned with premiums.  The concern of the MacArthur Amendment is the cost of insurance could be pooled. The issue will be when it is not well funded there will be a longer waiting list of children/families and therefore will be receiving inadequate care. Over half a million of kids have preexisting conditions.

The legislation does not seem to be focused on the cost.  The GOA has estimated 24 million people would lose health care coverage. Reduce coverage and raises costs for people with pre-existing conditions will remove the protections afforded by Essential Health Benefits. Our cap for NC is lower than other states. Per capital cap affects who gets in. Medicaid cuts (839 billion) means tax cuts to the wealthy and medical industries in an estimated figure of $729 billion. This is 2017-2026 expectations on a budget.

Additional threats...administrative action further attempts to cap Medicaid---budget bills, healthcare bills, CHIP extension. These are areas that will be used as a hostage to get Medicaid capping.
Topic: Membership Committee:  Co-chairs and members of the committee are working on creating a contact list regarding possible collaborative membership growth. The list will be brought to the collaborative for feedback on reaching out to additional people to stimulate engagement in the collaborative. Gerri Smith reported that Barbara Leach is writing a draft letter regarding other disabilities and the collaborative. 

Announcement from Collaborative Co-Chair: NC Families United will bring together all Family Run Organizations to bring in inclusive communities for the purpose of inviting new people. Data will be shared from the Building Inclusive Communities document of which Walt Caison is in possession of and will be shared through the collaborative. The document is estimated to be around 200 pages and contains a summary page. Two groups will be formed. The first group will address the question, “What is a Family Driven Care Organization?”, “What does it look like? The second group would be the people not of the first group.

The concern from some collaborative members is the possibility that children’s mental health gets water down among our group. This concern will be monitored as we progress with team building.
Closing comments: Susan Robinson is asking for events that are happening around the state for CMHA be shared by email with her and Renee.

Ruth Ellis Center Conference and the Family Acceptance Project: NC Families United Youth Coordinator, Jadda Jefferies attended the conference (as did Frederick Douglas and Chandrika Brown) and reported out. She enjoyed the conference as it contained information on services she feels we need in NC. It provided her the ability to be connected and engaged with Youth MOVE Massachusetts as well. 
Motion to adjourn meeting made and was second, adjourned at 12:07 noon
Upcoming event: TOT Training:
Location is at Pitt County DSS, June 28-30, 2017.  This class is full.
Location will be in Charlotte, July 11-13, 2017.
Location will be in Asheville, August 2-4, 2017.
May 12, 2017
Shared through the collaborative listserv. We will celebrate Children’s Mental Health; Gary Ander award recipient will be announced, and our guest speaker will be Dr. Marian F Earls, MD, MTS, FAAP, Director of Pediatric Programs.
Location:  Research Triangle Park at the Redwoods Training Center 2801 Slater Rd #110 Morrisville, NC 27560

**To exchange resources and questions send email messages/requests  to:    state.collaborative@lists.ncmail.net
Collaborative Listserv:  state.collaborative@lists.ncmail.net
Please use the Listserv to share successes in your community, share information and resources, make inquiries and build community. Smaller forums will be set up for committee work rather than the Listserv. Requests to be added or questions can contact: Susan Robinson at susan.robinson@dhhs.nc.gov or call 919-218-9164 

www.nccollaborative.org   NC-Collaborative-Strategic-Planning-Final-Summary-Report.pdf found when you scroll over the home, it is a drop-down box. 
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