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COLLABORATIVE

for CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES





Meeting:  NC Collaborative for Children, Youth, and Families
Date/Time:  May 08, 2019   10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Location: Governor’s Crime Commission, 1201 Front Street Raleigh, NC 27609
Directions & More Info: www.nccollaborative.org  

Attendants: Chandrika Brown, Renee Cordero, Gail Cormier, Teka Dempson, Frederick Douglas, Wanda Douglas, Elizabeth Field, Lacy Flintall, Sonja Frison, Terri Grant, Tanisha Holder, Sonia Hopkins, Trishanna Jones, Sandy Mann, LeAnn McKay, Nicole Oshier, LeJay Parker, Casey Pruitt, Kyle Reece, Susan Robinson, Joanne Scaturro, Rachel Zarcone
New/Guest Members:  Jennifer Greene, Sandy Pruitt, Christian Rowe
Phone:  
Adobe: Mary Lloyd 
	Agenda/Topic
	Action   

	Welcome and Introductions
	Co-chairs convened the meeting. Introductions completed.

	Approval of Minutes
	Motion made to accept the April 12, 2019 minutes. Motion carried; minutes approved for posting. 

	Discussion Topics & Presentations
End of Meeting:
Next Agenda
Next Meeting: 
Listserv Info:
Website: 
	Topic: Meeting officially begin at 10:22 am. Intro and opening of announcements relating to CMH activities going on in communities around the state. Additional announcements made:
· Helping Hand Portal open next week. Wanda Douglas reported out on the Ripple Effect and the collaborative co-chair suggested sending the link to Renee so she can place the video on the Helping Hand Portal training site. 

· In support of CMH, the Federation Of Families has 3 marquees in Time Square promoting CMH.

· Paul Lanier read the Governors Proclamation.

Topic: Family and Youth Excellency Award - Jennifer Greene, Joanne Scaturro, and Gail Cormier presented the first annual award to the first recipient of this award, Casey Pruitt, Family Partner with Partners Behavioral Health. 

In Jennifer Greene own words:
“Casey Pruitt has served the families in the greater Gaston County area for the past several years. Having experienced the mental health system as a mother, sister, and a daughter, she truly understands the importance of the voice of the family. Casey actively promotes the System of Care efforts of the Partners region. She is within weeks of obtaining her national certification as a Family Partner. She currently serves as the Lead Family Partner for the SOC Expansion grant awarded to Partners. She conducts community training to empower youth and families. She works one on one with Family Partners to develop their skill set. She is also helping to develop a Youth Council and bring YouthMove to the Partners catchment area. Casey has had the opportunity to share Partners’ work at conferences and in collaboration. She embodies family driven commitment.”

Congratulation Casey!  
Topic: The Gary Ander Award [8th annual award]. Gary Ander and Gail Cormier gladly presented this award to LeJay Parker, LCSW; Policy Consultant, Behavioral Health Unit, Division of Health Benefits, NC Medicaid, NC Department of Health and Human Services. He embodies SOC values in all he does and strongly supports family and youth voice. 
[History of his work shared via nominee form]

Since filling the Policy Consultant position, LeJay Parker has demonstrated authentic, practical, pro-active support of family driven values. He was immediately accessible to the leaders and members of our NC Collaborative and has been an active partner in developing family driven language to Medicaid Transformation.

Mr. Parker’s willingness to listen and learn far exceeds any expectations of someone in his position. He has presented to the Collaborative at critical times and has made the time to attend our annual meetings to update us on the progress of Medicaid changes in North Carolina. His ability to assist us in navigating the system has been invaluable. He is not afraid to say, “I don’t know, but as soon as I know, you will know!” He is always true to his word. We can always count on him to follow through. Mr. Parker’s genuine adherence to SOC values is demonstrated in his willingness to give other people credit for their contributions. We often schedule our meetings with him late on a Friday to end the week on a positive note! He is a partner we all treasure because of this creativity, ability to see the positive in passionate advocates and give and receive feedback. 

Mr. Parker’s contributions to our SOC will have an immeasurable impact on services in North Carolina. We cherish him as a partner, advocate, and friend.
Congratulation LeJay!  

Topic: Medicaid Expansion and Medicaid Transformation- Gary Ander. Without engagement, we can't make that happen which is part of family partners and peer support who are people living in recovery with mental illness and/or substance use disorder and who provide support to others whom can benefit from their lived experiences. Two bills up now. The Republican bill is looking good for being passed. This is good because healthy kids come from healthy families. The recent data is showing a decline in uninsured in states that have Medicaid Expansion. The largest share of enrollees overall and in expansion states are traditional Medicaid enrollees that include children, low-income parents, elderly and people with disabilities. Look at House Bill 5. i2i Policy and Research workgroup have the latest list of bills regarding the legislative budget. Another great resource is the NC Child website. Rob Thompson goes live at 11 am on Fridays. 
Feedback:

· Gary will share talking points and the summary from NC Child for dissemination through the collaborative listserv. 
· As the bills come up in the House, the Policy and Research workgroup will continue to share information as they track the movement of the bills. Look for Weekly Legislative Updates.

· The emerging adult is our NOW, not our future. This current movement around Medicaid is important for people to support and get behind. We need to promote our desire for changing outcomes and let our representatives and senators know family and youth need this.
Topic: Presentation: Family Acceptance Project [FAP]- Caitlin Ryan, Ph.D., ACSW
The critical role of families-research from the FAP show families play a critical role in helping to prevent health risks and promote well being for their LGBT children. 

As Caitlin worked with families she noticed how many kids were lost to suicide because they came out or because they hid who they were.  It causes a huge impact on self-esteem by keeping who they are hidden. LGBT plays a higher risk for suicide and this came out in the multi-outcome intervention model. The high rate of stress leads to early death and what is happening is kids are coming out a lot sooner than in the past. Age group 14 to 16-year-olds are speaking out nowadays but no services include families, as they were seen as a problem. Now the research is showing us, how critical families are. 

Building healthy futures through public policies, research, education can be the key. We focus on the strength of the family. We align values to decrease rejections. Family rejection and health risk show depression and illegal drugs, risk of HIV infection, lifetime suicide attempts were among the 50 behaviors identified that families used to reject sexual orientation. Our family support model is being integrated into other evidence-based practices such as Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT). The harm reduction framework simply helps them to understand these negative outcomes. More connect-fulness helps to decrease suicide among teens who identify as LGBT. 

Conversion therapy is used to pressure sexual orientation/identity change. This increased risk of suicide attempts, depression, self-esteem, life satisfaction, and life support. The role of parents needs to be done at the education level so we decrease risk factors for LGBTQ Young people. FAP has a risk screener and best practice booklets. New public education posters were created to show increasing your LGBQ child health and wellbeing by developing family acceptance helps reduce risk and promotes well being.

Open discussions about FAP and how to take it across the state. The co-chair suggests taking the idea to the next budget meeting and placing the topic on the floor for consideration of collaborative funding. Record training on FAP and make it accessible on YouTube for youth and families across the state. When youth get connected, they will help with the much-needed push of information. 
In closing: The Video “Always My Son” played. People who wanted to view the video remained for extra time. 
Adjourn at 1:22 pm
Agenda shared through the collaborative listserv.

Next meeting is scheduled for May 24, 2019. 
Where: Governor’s Institute 
Location: 1121 Situs Ct. Unit 320 Raleigh, NC 27606
**To exchange resources and questions send email messages/requests to:    Collaborative Listserv:  state.collaborative@lists.ncmail.net
Please use the Listserv to share successes in your community, share information and resources, make inquiries and build community. Smaller forums will be set up for committee work rather than the Listserv. Requests to be added or questions can contact: Susan Robinson at susan.robinson@dhhs.nc.gov or call 919-218-9164 

www.nccollaborative.org   NC-Collaborative-Strategic-Planning-Final-Summary-Report.pdf found when you scroll over the home, it is a drop-down box.
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