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COLLABORATIVE

for CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES





Meeting:  NC Collaborative for Children, Youth, and Families

Date/Time:   June 12, 2020 10-12 noon
Location: Zoom Meeting (Pandemic)
Directions & More Info: www.nccollaborative.org  

Zoom Attendants: Kate Barrow, Chandrika Brown, Renee Cordero, Gail Cormier, Teka Dempson, Wanda Douglas, Elizabeth Fields, Stacey Harward, Kim Heck, Tanisha Holder, Sonia Hopkins, Jadda Jeffries, Rachael Landau, Libby Jones, Jasmine Jones,  Melanie Meeks, Ashley Bass-Mitchell, Kamu Mimy, Nicole Oshier, Casey Pruitt, Susan Robinson, Virginia Rodillas, Joanne Scaturro, Pat Solomon, Cotina Thorne, Dianne Walker, Miranda Wilson, Barbara Young
	Agenda/Topic
	Action   

	Welcome and Introductions
	Co-Chairs convened the meeting. Introductions completed. 


	Approval of Minutes
	Motion made to approve the May 22, 2020 minutes. Motion carried after a correction is made. Libby Jones will email the correction to Renee.


	Presentation[s]:
End of Meeting:
Next Agenda

Next Meeting Scheduled:

Listserv Info:

Website:
Facebook: 

Pinterest:

Instagram:


	Topic: Update on Transition Age Youth (TAY)- 
Co-Chair Ashley Bass-Mitchell shared a letter was sent to all System of Care Coordinators (SOCC) announcing the TAY Youth Expo event will take place online due to COVID19. The Expo is schedule to reach most Regions.

All emails with ideas and suggestions should be sent to Ashley Bass-Mitchell Co-Chair of TAY committee.
Topic: Supporting PRIDE Month, “Supporting Families and Youth of LGBTQ+” Chandrika Brown, Co-chair and her daughter, Jadda Jefferies 
June is PRIDE month throughout the world. Chandrika Brown and Jadda Jeffries shared their “Lived experience” as mother and daughter. Below is an overview of the discussion beyond the PowerPoint presentation.
Jadda began the presentation by sharing her journey then and now which included coming from behind what she referenced the “Mask”.

Below you will find a few incredibly open topics shared by mother and daughter:
· In the early years of Jadda’s life, she dated guys in the 6th-8th grade. Years later her last boyfriend whom she remained friends with had a conversation with her to say “You should talk with her parents about “coming out and who you really are.” “Just be yourself”. That conversation stayed with Jadda even after his death. She decided to tell her mother via text.
· Chandrika shared the feelings and challenges, not unlike many mothers/parents experienced. One of her first thoughts was concerns for the health, death, and how the faith base community (Naïve American) would respond to who her daughter is. She shared how she blamed herself. 

· Chandrika was very honest to say she had a difficult time of acceptance. It was through Jadda’s godfather who reached out to Chandrika to say “What do you think you’re doing? Your daughter is telling you who she is and how she identifies herself. You need to make things right with her and accept who she is.” Chandrika did have that conversation with Jadda and apologize and found out a few other family members already knew who Jadda was and accepted her. 
· Chandrika spent a little time analyzing herself what to follow was going into “mama’s mode.” Her thoughts went to safety for her child, her baby, and as she said, “my friend”. She did not want Jadda to be mistreated by anyone or society. She and Jadda began thinking about how what, and when to disclose to the larger family. There were thoughts of their tribal community and the Elders.

· Jadda spent time explaining basic concepts such as biological sex, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, and romantic/erotic orientation. She shares when working in the community be mindful of the different cultures and understanding of the concepts mentioned above. It will affect if a youth will accept you or not. Jadda “Either you are real or you are fake” in offering services/resources and understanding a youth as the person they are.
· One of Jadda’s ask was to be mindful of conversations you are having in and around the office or any settings as well as your facial expressions when speaking. A safe space can quickly become an unsafe space when true feelings are express in the earshot of others. Stereotyping is occurring on a national and local level including news stations as well as social media. These outlets have negative effects on youth and the youth family. Youth are made to feel shame and inadequate when they have opened up to share who they really are. This plays a large part in seeking medical and mental health care for this population.

· Family acceptance and rejections do impact a child’s sense of well-being and can hinder healthy outcomes now and later in life.

· Many children between the ages of 2-3 years old begin to learn what “sex” they are. However, on average sexual attraction does not usually occur until 10 years of age. 

· LGBTQ+ infographics and educgraphics are used to help kids explain how they express themselves. Kids are also taught how to identify their feelings by using the color of the rainbow. Additional information on graphics can be found at www.ransstudent.org/gender 

· A few stats LGBTQ+ Youth: US Health Disparities statistics show a huge percentage of youth not reporting who they are and 20% refuse medical care due to identity. 1 in 5 youth attempt suicide in the last 12 months. Also, 1 in 5 students was physically assaulted; 3 in 4 experience verbal harassment based on their orientation. 
· DV (Domestic Violence for LGBTQ+ is somewhat tricky since both individuals are of the same sex. One topic that’s being addressed is obtaining a 50B does not carry the same weight as the reaction for heterosexual couples.

· Time was spent reviewing gender pronouns and assumptions associated with the use of pronouns.
· Both Chandrika and Jadda agreed when Executive Director of North Carolina Families United sent them to a conference in Detroit Michigan it was there they knew it was the right decision to share their “Lived experience with others. Chandrika stated it was there she realized and had an ahh moment “It was the acceptance that would provide safety for her child and other children. 

COMMENTS:
· Presenter’s disclosure: PowerPoint presentation cannot be shared in its entirety. If you need information on a slide, the presenter may be able to share the information from that specific slide. 

· Resource slide will be shared [by Chandrika Brown] in an email to Renee for dissemination to the listserv. 

· Pamphlet creation idea from Jadda was well-liked and members would like to receive one when completed. 
Announcement: Upcoming Training(s): Kate Barrow will share information on the June webinar series highlighting issues facing LGBTQ+ youth and families with DMH/DD/SAS. Look for an email later today through the listserv.
Adjourned at 12:00
Agenda shared through the collaborative listserv.

The next meeting is scheduled for June 26, 2020.

Where: Zoom Meeting [Link to follow]
**To exchange resources and questions send email messages/requests to Susan Robinson at susan.robinson@dhhs.nc.gov or call 919-218-9164

www.nccollaborative.org   NC-Collaborative-Strategic-Planning-Final-Summary-Report.pdf found at the bottom of the home page
https://www.facebook.com/nccollaborative/
https://www.pinterest.com/collaborative2694/
https://www.instagram.com/nccollaborative/
Respectfully submitted:
Renee Cordero and Teka Dempson
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